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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Claims 69-102 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.142(b), as being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Applicant timely traversed the restriction (election) requirement in the reply 
filed on 5/03/2006. Applicant's election with traverse of the election/restriction in the 
reply filed on 5/3/2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that claimed 
groups are linked by a common concept. This is not found persuasive because (1) the 
process as claimed can be practiced by another and materially different apparatus or by 
hand, or (2) the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice another and materially 
different process. (MPEP § 806.05(e)). The requirement is still deemed proper and is 
therefore made FINAL. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statements (IDS) that were submitted on 7/19/2002 
and 10/31/2003 are in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. Accordingly, the 
examiner is considering the information disclosure statements. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

Claims 1-5, 13-14, 17-20, 22-27, 31-39, 43-45, 47-48, 51-54, 56-59, and 64-68 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(b) as being anticipated by Dugmore (WO 00/56384). 
Dugmore discloses an adjustable needle assembly device. 
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Regarding claims 1, 24, 35 and 58, Dugmore discloses a flexible conduit housing 
(Figure 2A-C) and a base with a spool cartridge (Figure 9-11) that holds the flexible 
conduit and has a cover attached to the base (26). 

Regarding claims 2-5, 25-27, 36-39, 51-53, 59, and 64, Dugmore discloses a 
device that is capable of infusing insulin into the body through the flexible conduit (12) 
via reservoir (74) (Figure 2A) to treat diabetes, wherein the flexible element can be 
dispensed to a certain length (Figure 2A-2C). 

Regarding claims 13-14, 17-20, 22-23, 31-34, 43-45, 47-48, 54, 56-57, 65-68, 
Dugmore discloses a spool (Figure 3A-3C) that can dispense the conduit to fixed length 
via the directional knob (80). The knob is driven under a ratchet and friction system 
(Figure 10, 1 1) that allows for retention at a fixed length. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 6, 16, 29, 42, 46 and 50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Dugmore in view of Buyce et al. (6,554,218). Dugmore meets the 

claim limitations as described above but does not include electrical cable and 

dispensing from two ends. 



Application/Control Number: 10/033,993 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3763 

However, Buyce et al. teaches a cable management spool. Regarding claims 
16, 29, 42, 46 and 50, Buyce et al. teaches a spool cable storage device that conatins 
electrical cable and also allows for dispensing through two ends (col 1, Figure 6). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to use spooling system 
of Buyce et al. with the system of Dugmore because spool would be able to be used 
more functionality and would allow for ease of use if the cable can be dispensed 
through two ends. Both references are analogous in the art and with the instant 
invention; therefore, a combination is proper. Therefore, one skilled in the art would 
have combined the teachings in the references in light of the disclosure of Buyce et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claim 7, 8, 28, 40, 41, and 60-63 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dugmore in view of Buyce et al. in further view of Connelly et al. 
(6,589,229). Dugmore meets the claim limitations as described above but does not 
include the addition of a medical sensor hooked up the system used to measure a 
physiological condition. 

However, Connelly et al. teaches a wearable self-contained drug infusion device. 
Regarding claims 7, 8, 28, 41, and 60-63, Connelly et al. teaches a device that contains 
piezoelectric and thermal sensors to control the flow rate in the infusion device in 
response to certain conditions (col 3, In 1-15, Figure 5). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to use system of 
Connelly et al. with the system of Dugmore because the addition of sensors allows for 
automation of infusion and increases overall patient safety. Both references are 
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analogous in the art and with the instant invention; therefore, a combination is proper. 
Therefore, one skilled in the art would have combined the teachings in the references in 
light of the disclosure of Connelly et al. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 9-11, 15, 21, 49, and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dugmore in view of Fike, Sr. (4,844,373). Dugmore meets the claim 
limitations as described above but does not include a replaceable cartridge. 

However, Fike, Sr. teaches a line storage and dispensing device. Regarding 
claims 9-11, 15, 21, 49, and 55, Fike, Sr. teaches a line dispensing system that uses a 
replaceable cartridge (Figure 1). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to use the system of Fike, Sr. 
with the system of Dugmore because the addition of a replaceable spool allows for 
reuse of the main housing and reduces cost of use. Both references are analogous in 
the art and with the instant invention; therefore, a combination is proper. Therefore, one 
skilled in the art would have combined the teachings in the references in light of the 
disclosure of Fike, Sr. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 12 and 30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Dugmore in view of Fike, Sr. in further view of Buyce et al. Dugmore meets the 
claim limitations as described above but does not include electrical cable and 
dispensing from two ends. 
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However, Buyce et al. teaches a cable management spool. Regarding claims 12 
and 30, Buyce et al. teaches a spool cable storage device that conatins electrical cable 
and also allows for dispensing through two ends (col 1, Figure 6). 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to use spooling system 
of Buyce et al. with the system of Dugmore because spool would be able to be used 
more functionality and would allow for ease of use if the cable can be dispensed 
through two ends. Both references are analogous in the art and with the instant 
invention; therefore, a combination is proper. Therefore, one skilled in the art would 
have combined the teachings in the references in light of the disclosure of Buyce et al. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher D. Koharski whose telephone number is 
571-272-7230. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 
7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nicholas Lucchesi can be reached on 571-272-4977. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Christopher Koharski 

Examiner 
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